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New York—Swann Galleries’ May 19 auction of Maps & Atlases, Natural History & Color Plate Books 

brought in over $976,000 and saw several lots sell far above their high estimates.  

Alex Clausen, Swann Maps & Atlases Specialist, said, “We were incredibly pleased by this auction, 

which saw atlases by Hendrik Doncker and Pieter Goos, sell for a combined total of more than $200,000. We 

were also particularly excited by the strong price achieved for lot 48, which is not only the first printed view 

of Honolulu, but the engraving’s first time appearing at auction. It sold for more than twice the high 

estimate.” 

The top lot for this sale was Hendrik Doncker’s De Zee-Atlas / Ofte Water-Waereld, atlas with 31 

hand-colored maps, circa 1665, which sold for $125,000. Pieter Goos’ De Zee-Atlas/ Ofte Water-Wereld, 

atlas with 41 maps, with original hand color in outline, 1672, realized $81,250.  

Works by John James Audubon sold well, with many plates from the double elephant folio edition of 

The Birds of America, 1834, coming in among the tops lots including Wood Ibis. Plate CCXVI, which sold 

for $27,500; Summer or Wood Duck. Plate CCVI, which realized $23,750; and White Ibis, Plate CCXXII, 

which brought $11,250. Audubon’s autograph letter signed to his wife, concerning The Birds of America, 

1827, sold for $11,875. A piece after Audubon, Joseph Bartholomew Kidd’s Cliff Swallows, oil on 

millboard, which was passed down through the Audubon family, realized $20,000.  

Also popular in this sale were several watercolor, graphite and ink pieces from 1802-16 by painter 

and botanist Pierre-Joseph Redouté. [Crocus sativus] sold for $30,000, [Ixia hyaline] realized $11,250, and 

[Peronia stricta] brought $9,750.  

The first printed view of Honolulu, Honolulu as Seen From the Foot of Puawaina, Punch-bowl Hill, 

engraved view by Samuel P. Kalama, with manuscript annotations by missionary Lucia Garratt Smith, 1837, 

saw its first time at auction and sold for $70,000.  

Maps of American territories and cities did well. A. Boschke’s Map of Washington City District of 

Columbia, hand-colored lithograph from plates likely destroyed by the War Department pre-Civil War, 1857, 

sold for $25,000. An Atlas of Western states and territories made by C. Roeser for the General Land Office, 

1878-79, realized $21,250, and Fielding Lucas Jr.’s, A New and Elegant General Atlas Containing Maps of 
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each of the United States, complete with 54 hand-colored maps, circa 1817, sold for $16,250. Finally, Henry 

Briggs’ The North part of America, an early map showing California as an island, 1625, brought $12,500.  

Rounding out the sale were several world maps and atlases including Louis Renard’s Atlas de la 

Navigation et du Commerce, a folio with hand-colored maps and gilt frontispiece, 1715, which sold for 

$27,500; Matthaeus Seutter’s Atlas Novus Indicibus Instructus Oder Neuer Mit Wort-Registern Versehener, 

with 52 hand-colored celestial, world, continental and European maps, 1730, which realized $15,600; Jean-

Baptiste Nicholas Denis D’Apres de Mannevillette’s, Le Neptune Oriental, dédié au Roi, [with] Supplement, 

featuring 69 maps and coastal views, 1775, which sold for $15,000; and Gerard Van Keulen’s Nieuwe 

Wassende Graaden Paskaart, hand-colored world map, circa 1720, which brought $8,750.    

Complete results are available online via www.swanngalleries.com. 

For further information, or to consign items to upcoming auctions of Maps & Atlases, Natural 

History & Color Plate Books please contact Alex Clausen at 212-254-4710, extension 17, or via email at 

aclausen@swanngalleries.com. 

*Prices include buyer’s premium.  
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